
 
 

Food waste at recycling facility 
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Be Bright, Recycle Right! 
WHAT N   T TO RECYCLE 
FOOD CONTAMINATION 

PLEASE DO NOT FEED YOUR RECYCLING 

 Your recycling bin is not hungry. It does not crave a midnight snack and it is 

not interested in finishing the last sip of your soda or bottled water. In fact, 

recycling bins thrive on a steady stream of plastics, paper, cardboard, and 

metal that is free of liquids and food. Small quantities of foods and liquids 

may seem harmless, but the truth is they contaminate recyclable material 

and contribute to a slew of problems at the materials recovery facility 

where the recycling material is sorted into individual commodities.  

 

 

 

All recyclables must be free of food and any liquids. When containers that 

are not empty go in the bin, they ruin good recycling and sometimes result 

in the entire load going to the landfill. As drink bottles are crushed, liquids 

spill out and cover surrounding material in a wet, sticky, odorous mess that 

attracts rodents, insects, and make the material unmarketable. Always 

remember that when it comes to recycling, Clean is Best - Trash the Rest. 

Your questions, comments, and ideas are always welcome! Please contact 

education@transjordan.org and you may be mentioned in our article or FAQ 

page. Visit transjordan.org/recycle for more recycling information.  

Q: Can needles or medical waste be recycled? 

A: NO! Biohazardous waste is dangerous and cannot be recycled. Keep all 

biohazardous waste and needles out of recycling. Be sure to dispose of 
needles properly in a sharps container. 
 

 

 

TOP 10 

CONTAMINANTS 

1. Plastic Bags 

2. Needles/Biohazardous 

Waste 

3. Wire, hose, cords, rope & 

chains 

4. Propane Tanks 

5. Yard Waste/Wood 

6. Motor Oil Containers 

7. Electronics 

8. Food Waste 

9. Clothing/Shoes 

10. Mercury Containing 

Objects 

 

 

 

“Small quantities of foods and liquids 

contaminate recyclable material.” 
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